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Fond farewells to retiring head 


A POPULAR primary school the ,%-year old admits she will 
head teacher us retiring after 1 1 miss the pupils 

(rears in the Job She said: “It's time lo leave 

Deborah Coles wlU leave but I shall really miss the pu- 
Brightside School in Btllericay pILv they have been fantastic " 

~ ' h Deborah, who lives In 

js Chelmsford. Joined the school 

Africa But staff in 1996 and after jusi a few 


this Eridav to spent 


months was appointed head 
Steve Moorv. chair of the gin 1 
or n mu body was full of praise 
for Deborah He satd: Anyone 
can he proud lo leave a place in a 
better state than when they 
came and this is definitely the 
case with Deborah." 


David Arnold 

david arnokJdgazettenews co uk 


RESIDENTS appear lo have given 
up their fight to stop the influx of 
hundreds of legal travellers 
The Gazette understands only 
90 people have objected to plans to 
house more travellers in the Basil 
don dLstrict, giving the green light 
to East of England Regional As- 
sembly proposals 
In January. theEERA told Basil 
don Council it must provide 81 
additional pitches by 201 1 citing a 
high demand in the area because 
of the number of illegal sites. 


saying the system is flawed 
John Baron MP for Btllericay 
and Wickfonl has objected lo the 


for others to follow suiL 
He said: “I urge all local res- 
idents to submit their views 
“The time to speak out Is now. 
otherwise the Government will 
have no clue Jusi how half baked 
this idea really is. 

“The proposal s logic Is funda 
mentally flawed, at. it confuses 
demand for sites with need 
"Basildon should not be obliged 
to provide so many extra sites 
simply because we have a large 
number of unauthorised pitches. 

"These caravans reflect a wish 
lo tie close to existing legal sites. 


"U these proposals are adopted, 
they would drive a coach and 
horses through our Green Bell 


policy by Implying that travellers 
should be rewarded for developing 
without permission." 

Even though there are still two 
months of public consultation left, 
travellers held talks on Wednes 
day with the EERA about identi 
ty ing appropriate sites 

Chairman of the Dale Farm 
Housing Association. Richard 
Sheridan said: "We discussed the 
Regional Spatial Strategy which 
calls on councils to identify new 
land for sites by 2011 and will set 



have no due just how 
holf-baked this idea 
really is" 


"We want councils to designate 
land where we can be guaranteed 
planning permission, private mo 
bile- home parks work much better 
than council-owned sites.” 

Alter the consultation ends in 
May the Government will then 
determine the final number of 
pilches required in 3009. following 
an examination In public by plan 
ntng inspectors bier this year 
Chairman oT the EERA. John 
Reynolds slid "We will have a 
much clearer picture ol what is 
going to happen early next year" 
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